Palliative care in non-malignant disease: a pragmatic response.
With increasing requests for palliative care provision for all patients regardless of diagnosis, professionals within specialist palliative care services and palliative care nurse specialists need to consider how they will respond. Current palliative care is considered inequitable as the majority of palliative care services do not include those with non-malignant disease. This article examines a number of issues concerning the extension of palliative care to this patient population. It considers the needs of non-cancer patients, palliative care responsibilities, resource implications, professional knowledge and responsibilities, and possible action. Recommendations include the need for further research to explore these patients' needs and the role of specialist palliative care services. Suggestions regarding how Macmillan nurses could respond to the increased demand for palliative care services are offered. Within the current financial climate, the only realistic response for the Macmillan nurse is to act as a consultant working in collaboration with other health professionals outside the palliative care specialty.